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The French king foolishly wasted some precious
time in fruitless negotiation, and the Black Prince had
almost succeeded in making his escape when John
ordered the attack. The English were favoured by
their position, since trees concealed their operations,
and by the attempt of the French king to turn the
lessons of previous battles to account, which led
him to dismount his vanguard. These dismounted
knights, cumbered by their heavy armour, could not
move with sufficient rapidity ; they were harassed by
the English archers and repulsed, and in their retreat
somewhat disordered the cavalry of the second divi-
sion. That division shared the fate of the first; a
final effort on the part of the reserves, led by the king
in person, to retrieve the battle was ineffectual, and
by nightfall the Black Prince had gained a complete
and surprising victory. John himself was taken
prisoner, and many of the chief nobles of France
either shared the fate of their master or were left
dead on the field. But, despite this great success, the
English were unable to follow up their victory, They
retreated to Bordeaux, whence the prince and the
captive king sailed to England. A truce was soon
afterwards concluded, and for a time active opera-
tions were suspended.

The condition of France at this time warrants the
assumption that had the English actively pressed on
the war, the conquest of the country might have been
completed. Both countries had taken large bodies
of men into their pay for the war, and when the truce
was concluded these soldiers found their employment
gone. Accordingly, they formed themselves into